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Christina V. Kazhe (Bar No. 192158)
Michael A. Robinson (Bar No, 214666)
MONTEAU & PEEBLES LLP

1001 Second Street

Sacramento, California 95814
Telephone: (916) 441-2700

Facsimile: (916) 441-2706

Attorneys for Specially-Appearing Defendant
SANTA ROSA INDIAN COMMUNITY OF THE
SANTA ROSA RANCHERIA dba PALACE
BINGO AND PALACE INDIAN GAMING

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES
COMMISSION, a state agency,

Plaintiff,
V.
SANTA ROSA INDIAN COMMUNITY OF
THE SANTA ROSA RANCHERIA dba

PALACE BINGO AND PALACE INDIAN
GAMING, and DOES I-XX,

Defendant.

I, Mike Sisco, declare as follows:

Case No.: 02AS804544

Date:  March 6, 2003
Time: 9:00 am.
Dept: 54

Judge: Hon. Joe Gray

DECLARATION OF MIKE SISCO
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION OF
SPECIALLY APPEARING SANTA
ROSA RANCHERIA’S MOTION TO
QUASH SERVICE OF SUMMONS
AND FIRST AMENDED
COMPLAINT [C.C.P. § 418.10]

Date Action Filed: July 31, 2002
Trial Date: None Set

1. [ am the duly elected and serving Chairman of the Santa Rosa Rancheria of the Tachi

Yokut Indians, a federally-recognized Indian tribe (the “Tribe”) and a specially-appearing defendant

in this action. I make this declaration in support of the Tribe’s pending motion to quash service for

lack of personal junisdiction. [ make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge,
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information and belief. If called as a witness, I could and would competently testify as to the matters
stated herein.

2 According to the Articles of Community Organization and Bylaws of the Santa Rosa
Indian Community for Santa Rosa Rancheria, the governing body of the Tribe is its General Council
which consists of all tribal members twenty —one years of age or over. The General Council has
delegated to the Tribe’s six-member elected Tnbal Council the authonty to administer community
assets and to manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the community.

3. The Tribal Council consists of the following officials: the Chairman, the Vice-
Chairman, the Secretary, Treasurer, and two Delegates each of whom serves a term of two years.
The Tribal Council exercises extensive powers on behalf of and in the name of the Tribe. The Tribal
Government consists of the Tribal Council plus the various committess, commissions, agencies and
other bodies established by the Tribal Council, as well as the Tribal staff.

& I have served the Tribe as its Chairman continuously since May 1999 and the Vice-
Chairman prior to this term for several years. In my capacity as Chairman, I am personally familiar
with all of the Tribal Government’s policy-making activities during that period.

4, The Tribal Council has always been willing to discuss a government-to-government
relationship with any other non-Indian government or agency, including the Fair Political Practices
Commission. However, we have been informed that the only basis on which the Fair Political
Practices Commission would enter into a relationship with the Tribe is simply to regulate the Tnbe,
the same as an ordinary non-governmental private party, under all the provisions of the Political
Reform Act, without deviation, and without recognition of the Tribe’s status as a sovereign or a
government. This we are unwilling to do. The Tribe is a government. It will relate to other

sovernments on a government-to-govemment basis. The Tribe will not simply submit to regulation

2

DECLARATION OF CHAIRMAN MIKE SISCO [N SUPPORT OF SPECIALLY
APPEARING SANTA ROSA RANCHERIA™S MOTION TO QUASH [C.CP. §418.10]




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
18
20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

by an agency of the state government. Our sovereignty is subordinate to that of the United States, but
not to that of the State of California.

3: The Tribal Council generally meets weekly. Its meetings are held in a meeting room
at the Tribe’s Tribal Office which is located at 16835 Alkali Drive, P.O. Box 8, Lemoore, California.
The Tribal Office is lecated on the lands of the Santa Rosa Rancheria.

6. At its meetings, the Tribal Council from time to time considers making financial
contributions to candidates, ballot propositions, and perhaps others. Proposals for such contributions
are discussed by the Tribal Council, and voted on. Political contributions are made only if approved
by a majority vote of the Tribal Council.

7. The Tribal Council makes all decisions and actions regarding the Tribe’s contributions
in its meetings at the Tribal Office.

8. All contributions are made on behalf of the Tribe as a sovereign government, with
Tribal funds. The Tribe has never, and does not ever intend to accept funds from non-Tribal

members or third parties for contribution purposes.

9. The Trbe basis its decision to make a contribution by analyzing the tribal interest
involved as a sovereign government. The Tribe has never, and does not intend to make contributions
based on non-Tribal members or third parties interest.

10. The Tribe’s accounting department handles and accounts for the receipt of all tribal
funds and makes all Tribal disbursements from those funds, through accounts maintained by the
Tribe through me and my staff at this location. The Tribe’s accounting department is located in the
Tribe’s Tribal office at 16835 Alkali Drive, P.Q. Box 8, Lemoore, California. The Tribal Office is
located on the lands of the Santa Rosa Rancheria.

L1, In some instances, the accounting department for the Palace Indian Gaming Center, a

tribal business owned and operated by the Tribe handles and accounts for the receipt and
3
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dishursement of Tribal fimds. The Pzlace Indian Gaming Center is located at 17225 Jerszy Ave.,
P.0. Box 308, Lemoors, California. The Palace Indian Gaming Csnter is located on the lands of the
Santa Rosa Rancheria.

12.  Agfter the Tribal Council has authorizad a political contribution and the accounting
department has prepered the check, it is generally mailed by Tribal staff to the recipient, along with a
cover letter prepared by Tribal staff, The mail is either picked up at the Tribal Office, by the federal
postal carrier, or my staff wzkes it to the post affice branch that serves the Tnbe.

T declere under penslty of perjury of the laws of the State of California that the above

staterents are true snd correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. Executed this

= 2 S
Mike Sisco

day of February 2003, at Lemoore, California.
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PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL
(CCP 1013a)

I declare that I am employed with the law firm of Monteau & Peebles, L.L.P., whosa
address 1s 1001 Second Street, Sacramento, California 95814-3201; 1 am not a party to the
within cause; | am over the age of eighteen years; and I am readily familiar with Monteau &
Peebles, L.L.P. s practice for collection and processing of correspondence for mailing with the
United States Postal Service and know that in the ordinary course of Monteau & Peebles,
L.L.P.'s business practice the document described below will be deposited with the United
States Postal Service on the same date that it is placed at Monteau & Peebles, L.L.P. with
postage thereon fully prepaid for collection and mailing

T further declare that on the date hereof | served a copy of

DECLARATION OF MIKE SISCO IN SUPPORT OF MOTION OF SPECIALLY
APPEARING SANTA ROSA RANCHERIA'S
MOTION TO QUASH SERVICE OF SUMMONS AND
FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT [C.C.P. § 418.10]

on the following by placing true copies thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope addressed as
follows for collection and mailing at Monteau & Peebles, LL.P.,, 1001 Second Street]
Sacramento, California 95814-3201, in accordance with Monteau & Peebles, L.L.P.’s ordinary

business practices:

Steven Russo Charity Kenyon, Esq.

Chief of Enforcement Riegels Campos & Kenyon, LLP

Fair Political Practices Commission 2500 Venture Way, Suite 220
28 1 8t., Suite 520 Sacramento, CA 95833

Sacramento, CA 95814-2320

John C. Ulin, Esq.

D. Eric Shapland, Esq.

Heller Ehrman White & McAuliffe, LLP
601 S. Figueroa St., 40™ FL

Los Angeles, CA 20017-5758

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above
is true and correct.

Executed at Sacramento, California, this 28th day of February, 2003,

Vonda Ricciardi




